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by the officers of the Los Angeles Section of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers to meet on
our campus at the Athenaeum and present to me the certificate of honorary membership in the Institute
of Electrical Engineers of Japan.

Though they had short notice concerning the time of Dr. Oyama’s visit, and there were many
corflicting meetings-one a big celebration by the Southern California. Edison Company and the visit
occurred when there were no regular Institute meetings scheduled, the dinner was indeed a very happy
expression of appreciation on the part of my friends as well as myself for this distinct recognition
given me by the electrical engineers of Japan. There were about thirty-five present. In addition to
the representation of the AIEE, there were on hand Dean Franklin Thomas of California Institute of
Technology and senior past president of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the vice president of
the Pasadena Chamber of Commerce, and the vice president of the Board of City Directors of Pasadena,
acting in place of the mayor. Several of these persons expressed to Dr. Oyama their appreciation for
the fact that Japanese engineers recognized a citizen of Pasadena in the way you have done. Altogether
I was quite overwhelmed at the attention so hurriedly prepared —for this event, which I, of course, will
never forget.

As we enjoyed that evening, my thoughts turned back to the very interesting two months I spent
in Japan in the summer of 1947, and in ﬁarticular to the evening meet'ng of the Tokyo engineers at Tokyo
University at which Dr. Coolidge and I made a couple of impromptu comments concerning engineering®
Also, T remember very well indeed the reception after the meeting at which you and Dr. Oyama were
present. Mrs. Sorensen and I still highly treasure the token presentation of six silver coffee spoons given
me during that very pleasant evening.

No doubt Dr. Oyama will report to you more fully of the events of the evening and will show you
with pleasure the little symtolic key to the City of Pasadena, presented to him by Mr. Clarence
Winder, a very able electrical engineer who is a member of the Pasadena Board of City Directors.

I sincerely hope and fully expect that this indication of the tie between the Institute of Electrical
Engineers of Japan and the American Institute of Electrical Engineers will produce a strengthening
of the now very strong and ever-growing friendly relations between the United States and Japan.

Sincerely yours,
R. W. Sorensen
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